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Having suffered persecution
They now fought for freedom’s cause

That our faith be freely chosen,
Not defined by human laws.

We their children are entrusted
With the dream they dared to dream,
Each one free to seek God’s leading,

In our Lord our unity.

From our sin our Lord has freed us;
In our darkness light has shined.

In our pain his love brings healing,
Words of hope for humankind.
Still, so many live in shadows,

Hunger, hate, grief and despair;
Some forgotten, some unnoticed,

Some untouched by hands of care.

In our freedom God commands us
That we share God’s gift of grace;

For the sake of God’s creation
We seek vision for this day.

Like our fathers and our mothers
May we always faithful be;

In our dying, find our living,
Bound to Christ, our liberty.

Life of the Church		  Lee Ritchie

Benediction		  Tyler Tankersley

Postlude		  “God Bless America”	 Frank Voltz	
			   Composed by Irving Berlin 
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“This Is My Song” arr. by John Ferguson ©2019 Augsburg Fortress
“Christ, Our Liberty” lyrics by Peggy A. Haymes ©1993, Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, used by permission.
“God Bless America” composed by Irving Berlin ©Irving Berlin Music Company, administered by Concord 
Music Publishing



THE WORSHIP OF GOD
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

July 5 2026; 10:45 a.m.

Lord Jesus, search me and know me.
Remove what is false within me—

every hidden compromise, every subtle deception.
Give me a spirit that loves truth more than comfort,

and discernment that listens for Your voice above all others.
Refine my intentions, purify my desires,

and anchor me in what is good, true, and lasting.
May I hold fast to You, walking in integrity 

until the dawn of Your light within me. Amen.

Let Truth and Mercy Find Here
A Joyful Meeting Place

Chiming of the Trinity		  Frank Voltz

Lighting of the Christ Candle		  Warren Ritchie

Welcome & Invitation to Worship	 Lee Ritchie

Trombone Prelude	 “Be Thou My Vision”	 Drew Sandridge
			   Arranged by Lloyd Larson	
	
Call to Worship		  Jim Davidson

	 Leader:	 Come, people of God, and gather before the One 
		  whose Word endures through every generation.
	 People:	 We come to seek Your truth, O Lord, and to be guided 
		  by Your living Word.
	 Leader:	 In a world of many voices, God calls us to discern what 
		  is good, to hold fast to what is true, and to walk in 
		  faithful obedience.
	 People:	 Shape our hearts by Your truth, and open our ears to 
		  hear Your voice.
	 Leader:	 These are the ancient words—faithful, unchanging, 
		  given to guide us, refine us, and lead us in Your way.
	 People: 	Let Your ancient words inspire our hearts, O Lord,
		  as we worship You in spirit and in truth.

And Here Let Peace and Justice
Be Joined in Warm Embrace

Hymn 31		  “Ancient Words”	 All Worshipers
			 

Holy words long preserved 
for our walk in this world,

They resound with God’s own heart; 
O let the ancient words impart.

Words of life, words of hope 
Give us strength, help us cope;
In this world where’er we roam

God’s ancient words will guide us home.

Ancient words ever true,
Changing me and changing you;
We have come with open hearts,
O let the ancient words impart.

Holy words of our faith
Handed down to this age,

Came to us through sacrifice;
O heed the faithful words of Christ.

Holy words long preserved
For our walk in this world,

They resound with God’s own heart;
O let the ancient words impart.

Ancient words ever true,
Changing me and changing you;
We have come with open hearts,
O let the ancient words impart.

Pastoral Prayer		  Will Raybon

Hymn 692		 “Let Truth and Mercy	 All Worshipers
			   Find Here”

Let truth and mercy find here a joyful meeting place.
And here let peace and justice be joined in warm embrace.

And in this congregation let strangers now be friends,
To do the gospel’s bidding ‘til wars on earth shall end.

Let truth’s bright flame be blazing in all the darkest hours,
Confronting schemes of darkness, exposing evil powers.

Let mercy’s gentle manner, so willing to forgive,
Fill warring hearts with longing ‘til in truth’s light we live.

So now let peace and justice be never far apart,
But flowing like a river for every thirsty heart.

These two shall be united, a mighty moving stream,
Upon whose banks we gather to work and pray and dream.

Let Truth’s Bright Flame Be Blazing
In All the Darkest Hours

Offertory Prayer		  Josh Prillaman

Offertory  	 “This Is My Father’s World”	 Frank Voltz
			   Arranged Frank Voltz	

Scripture Reading	 Revelation 2:18-29	 Celine Raybon
				  
	 Leader:	 This is the Word of the Lord.
	 People:	 Thanks be to God.

Anthem		  “This Is My Song”	 Summer Choir
			   Arranged by John Ferguson
			   Drew Sandridge, trombone

(We wish to thank members of the Journey and 
Adult 3 classes for helping in the summer choir today.)

This is my song, O God of all the nations,
A song of peace for lands afar and mine.

This is my home, the country where my heart is;
Here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine;

But other hearts in other lands are beating
With hopes and dreams as true and high as mine.

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean,
And sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine.

But other lands have sunlight too, and clover,
And skies are everywhere as blue as mine.
So hear my song, O God of all the nations,
A song of peace for their land and for mine.

May truth and freedom come to every nation;
May peace abound where strife has raged so long;

That each may seek to love and build together
A world united, righting every wrong;
A world united in its love for freedom,

Proclaiming peace together in one song.
This is my song for lands afar and mine.

Sermon		  “Thyatira: A Weak Church”	 Tyler Tankersley

Confronting Schemes of Darkness
Exposing Evil Powers

Time of Response		  Tyler Tankersley

Hymn		  “Christ, Our Liberty”	 All Worshipers
			   By Peggy A. Haymes

(To the tune of “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”)

Once a people came together
Bound by faith and vision new;
With the wonder of the gospel

Came God’s gift of freedom true;
Freed to follow Christ in service,

Freed to worship and to seek;
Conscience guided by God’s Spirit,

God their sole authority.


